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II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a).— Police, 


ae Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 28th February complains that Msoun Ba omy, 
pre the inhabitants living within the jurisdiction of %e %%, 1906. 

as rea I Ram thana in Contai, in addition to ao | 
afflicted by a severe epidemic of cholera, are being robbed by a number of 
characters, whoenter and steal food-grains from infected houses which their in- 
mates have left in panic. 

2, The Bankura Darpan [{ Bankura of the Ist March writes that there parzoss Daars, 
is a gambling den in the place named ‘Teligadya, Mar. 1st, 1906. 
in the vicinity of the thana premises in Bankura 
town. There is no counting the number of respectable people who owe 
their ruin to it. It has been in existence for a long time and was once closed 
by Mr. J. N. Gupta, District. Magistrate, but has since been goa again. 

3. The Howrah Hitatshi | Howrah} of the 3rd March commends to the Howasz Hmanm, 

. notice of the District authorities of Howrah the Max. 8rd, 1906, 

ae eebiay of opening «an outpost for the villages 

of Ranmahal, Sealdanga, Nimabalia, Changghurul, 
Ichhapur, Kumarpur, Garbalia, etc., in view of the fact that the nearest thana 
is now over five miles away from them at Jagatballabhpur, and that conse- 
quently police assistance cannot be got promptly when required, as it was 
on the 27th January 1906, when a dacoity was committed at Kamarpur 
village. 


A gambling den at Bankura. 


(b).-— Working of the Courts. 


4. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 27th February says that the Csaev Mmm, 
_. sub-Registrar of Kasimganj in the Mymensingh > 2th, 1006. 
oinits bg pos ce ney ——- district seldom registers a deed without return- 
ing it twice or thrice to the party concerned for 
the correction of trivial mistakes. This causes great inconvenience to the 
public, specially where females have to be present at the Registry office. 
It should be observed in this connection that the recent change of site of the 
Badla Joint Sub-Registry Office from Badla to Kasimganj under the Kishorganj 
thana has proved a source of great inconvenience to the inhabitants of the 
former locality. _ 
5. Commenting upon the case in which two Military officers insulted nro: Bancavasr, 
jie a Ws a ee Judge of the Small Cause Court at Agra while ™*- 5th, 1006. 
to the Empire. oon" in Court, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 
Sth March says that if the fact be true, the higher 
authorities ought to take notice of the case, as the conduct of the two officers 
amounts to contempt of Court, in order to save the dignity of the British 
Court of Justice, if not of a Native J nde . Sir Richard Temple rightly used 
to say that the greatest difficulty which the administrators of this country 
had to meet with was that involved in keeping their own countrymen under 
proper control, and thatif the English were ever to lose India, it would be 
through the vanity and highhanded conduct of their own countrymen. 


(d).— Education. 


6. The Sanjivani (Calcatta] of the 1st March corrects the statements — ganavam, 
made in its previous issue (see paragraph 19, Report Mar. 1st, 1906, 
on Native a for the week ending the 3rd — 
Marh) by saying that Babus Jnan Chandra Ghose and Bhusan Chandra Das 
never wrote any keys and are opposed to writing keys on principle. 
7, Referring to the prenenes of a number of Bengali teachers in the Bmuas Baxpuo, 
Mr, Earle, Director of Public + 2t@ ‘Training School which attracted the notice Mar. lst, 1906, . 
Jnstruetion elect at the Patng Of Mr. Earle during his last visit to that school 
_ ramtag School. and his remarks on the subject at the time of 
inspection, the Bihar Bandhu [Bankipore, } of the lst March ssys that Mr. Billing’s 
reply, which he gave to Mr. Earle’s question in a whisper, that the teachers 
& smattering knowledge of Hindi and this served the purpose was not 
at all satisfactory althou gh it might have satisfied Mr, Farle. a Behari 
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cannot be expected to make his lessons impressive to Bengali Babus soa 
Bengali too cannot teach Behari boys. _ . 

The paper then quotes an instance in which one of the teachers of science 
in that school committed a ridiculous mistake in explaining the Hindi word 
choor, which means hinges in Hindi, as chool which means hair in Bengali, 
Thus the students were told that the bones in the human body were supported 
on hair which helped their moving freely. Although-the mistake is natural 
for a Bengali it is somewhat strange when made by a graduate who must have 
learnt that hair do not grow on bare bones. The evil of 2 SIN Bengali 
teachers in Hindi schools has been shown in these columns more than once. 
To employ these teachers therefore is to lay an axe at the root of education 
of these boys. 

The attention of the authorities is therefore invited to the matter. _. 

8. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 2nd March publishes a letter drawing 

the notice of the Inspector of Schools, Burdwan 
tue S. &. ace Division, to the conduct of the Hindu (Brahman) 
y 
proprietor and Hindu teachers of the Goralgacha 
H. E. School (in the Serampore subdivision) in not having closed their 
school on the 5th February last, the day of the Bakrid, although requested 
to do so by a number of Musalman pupils of the institution, 
9. Keferring to the recent orders passed by the Government of India 
id ‘eis tak extending the period during which the Senate 
Calcutta University. «OL: the Calcutta University has been required to 
submit the draft regulations for sanction, the 
Hitvarta {Calcutta} of the 4th March says that these orders clearly show 
how the new University Act has placed the University at the mercy of the 
Government. ) 
10. The Sandhya Deon: = of the 7th March says that recently a 
uarrel took place between a black firingi named 
een between Ae tescher Percival, a teacher of the Dacca Collegiate School 
College. studens me maces and a great favourite of Mr. Browning, the Princi- 
| pal of the College, on the one hand, and a student 
named Birendra Nath Basu on the other, in which the firing: quite causelesely 
abused Birendra, applying to him such words as scoundrel, rascal, etc. In spite 
of this Birendra apvlogised to Mr. Percival in the presence of two Professors 
of the College in the Professors’ waiting room. But Mr. Percival again abused 
him there. This time Birendra protested against such conduct, and asserted 
his owninnocence. Mr. Percival became highly enraged at this and struck 
Birendra in the face with such force that blood began to flow from his nose. 
Birendra’s uncle, named DPhirendra Nath Guha Ray, a B.A. student, was 
ga at the scene, and he lost his temper at the sight of blood and gave 
r. Percival blows, For this Mr, Browning has suspended Birendra for three 
months and refused permission to Dhirendra to appear at the B,A. Examina- 
ation this year, and this he has done without hearing the boys in their 
defence. Does Mr. Browning belong to the lot which Sir Bampfylde Fuller 
has imported from Assam? This mode of dispensing justice becomes a garden 
sardar only. However that may be, are the authorities of our University 
the slaves of Mr. Browning that they must carry out his orders? It is useless 
to go to the criminal court in such matters, Dhirendra did the right thing 
under the circumstances, But cannot Birendra’s father, who is a pleader, 
bring a civil suit against Mr, Browning? The best thing, however, will 
be at once to establish a National University, so that students may sever all 
their connexion with the /firingi Schools, jiringi Colleges and the jirings 
University. 

11. The Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 4th March after detailing the 
incidents alluded to in the above paragraph, goes 
on to Question the propriety of a teacher of the 
school classes chastising with his own hands & 
student of the college classes, and to point out that it was some trouble like the 

resent which caused Mr, Percival’s transfer from the Chittagong Collegiate 
chool, The paper concludes with an a peal to Mr. Sharpe, the new Director 
of Public Instruction in Eastern Bengal and Assam, to make a careful inquiry 
into the facts of the present case. 


The case of a student of the 
Dacca College. 
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(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


12. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 28th February writes that 
Cholers in Contai a large number of deaths from cholera continue to 

‘ . occur ‘daily in the villages of Kanpur, Balishai, 

Shatilapur, Alankapur, Tekra and Tal-Gachhari, under thana Ramnagar, in 
Contai. Fully seven or eight hundred deaths have occurred between the 
beginning of Magh and the 10th Falgun. Corpses remain uncremated, and 
dogs, jackals and vultures come and feast on them. : 

13. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the Ist March complains that for the 

F mplaiote in Chittagong. transport of horses, cattle, etc., three or four times 
oe the fixed regulation charges are extorted at the 
ferry at Antiniahmud Ghat at Chittagong. 

It is also rep ove that at Jalkadar toll station, one day in the previous 
week, exorbitant charges were attempted to be jlevied, and that the Deputy 
Inspector of Schools of the district was a witness of this occurrence. 

14. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 2nd March accuses the Government 
of showing great indifference to the question of the 
prevention of malaria in the country. Malaria, 
says the writer, is eating into the vitals of the 


The question of the prevention 
of malaria. 


Bengali nation and its prevention is more urgent than that of plague. We 
are, however, glad that the question of malaria has been specially dealt with 


in the last report of the Sanitary Commissioner with the Government of India. 
We learn from this report that experiments have been made in various parts 
of India for preventing malaria by killing anophele mosquitoes and by the 
administration of quinine. It is sheer madness, in our opinion, to think of 
stamping out malaria by killing the anophele. As for quinine, people are too 
much acquainted with this drug to require any interference by the Government. 
Besides this, taken in large quantities, quinine permanently ruins the health 
of patients. If it is really the intention of the authorities to save the people 
from the clutches of malaria, vigorous steps should be taken to improve the 
sunitation of the mafassal. Good drainage and wholesome drinking water are 
the best preventives of malaria. 

15, The same paper says that the ratepayers of Bansberia have in a 
petition to the Magistrate of Hooghly, brought 
some serious charges against the Chairman of 
their Municipality. The latter is said to reside 
with his family in Calcutta, so that a clerk has 
frequently to come from Bansberia to Calcutta to get his signatures to 
Municipal papers, and the cost of this journey has to be borne by the 
Municipality. It is also alleged that the Chairman has, through his own fault, 
unplicated the Municipality in a number of costly law suits, and that he is 
in the habit of showing great partiality towards his friends and relatives in 
the matter of assessment of rates. It is hoped that the District Magistrate will 
pay early and careful attention to the complaints. 

16. The Mhir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 2nd March notices what it 

@ grave scandal with regard to the selection 
of a President for the No. 9 Amla Union Circle 
Committee in the Nowpara thana inthe Kushtia 
subdivision of the district of Nadia. It ig alleged that the man who has 
been actually declared selected for this office, Dr. Tien Chandra Mukerji, 
was a candidate put forward by the amla of the local Hindu zamindars, She 
did not like that it should go to a Musalman, Kazi Panaulla of Khairpur 
(Kachuberia), an‘old and ‘honoured talnkdar of high-birth, whose name was 
suggested by all the raiyats assembled at the meeting summoned (on the 23rd 
January last) to make the selection. 

17. ‘Che Prasun [Katwa] of the 2nd March writes that plague appears 
to be on the increase at Katwa. Up tothe 2nd 
March 22 seizures are reported ; and 15 deaths have 
oceurred . to the night of the preceding day. : 

18. The Howrah Mitaishi [Howrah] of 3rd March after pointing out that 

Octtle pounds fa Hownh. the five cattle pounds under the Howrah Munici- 
pality are all under Musalinan lessees, goes on to 
complain that for about a year now, no kine which have been missed have been 


The Chairman of the Bansberia 
Municipality in the Hooghly 
district. 


The President of a. Union Com- 
mittee in Nadia. 


The plague at Katwa. 
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that the missing animals are taken hie 


recovered. The local people suspect 


the pounds by ignorant lads and low class people who do not insist on taki 
real from the lessees who, therefore, with impunity sell them to the 
butchers. 


19. The Birbhum Varta en of po Poa y rch =~ hears cholera 
— revails in an epidemic form in Dubrajpur and 
— = a wells on the necessity of sending qualifi modical 
assistance to the place. 
20. The Daily Hitavadi [ Calcutta] of the 5th March refers to the necessi 
of the Health Department of the Calcutta Munici- 
‘rite. Plague and the Calcutta ality taking special steps at the present time to 
— keep the city clean, with a view to minimise as far 
as possible, the severity of the plague epidemic when it breaks out next month 
or so; and goes on to complain that dead rats are found lying almost every day 
on the streets in the neighbourhood of Fouzdari Balakhana (in Colootola Street) 
which get run over by the wheels of passing vehicles. 
21. The Nikar [Contai) of the 6th March says that cholera is making 
. _ victims of hundreds of people in all parts of the 
Cholera in the Midnapore dis- Midnapore district, A correspondent deans & most 
trict. ° ° mz 
harrowing picture of the fearful state of t 
which prevails in Talgachhari, Thikra, Alankarpur, Satilapur, Chahaka, 
Balisai, Kauper, and other villages under the Ramnagar thana. Seven or eight 
hundred people are reported to have already died of the disease in these vi 
Whole families have been destroyed. A similar state of things is said to pre- 
vail in other parts of the district also. But the authorities are accused of show- 
ing the greatest indifference to the matter. No medical help is provided for 
the poor villagers, neither are proper sanitary measures adopted for preventing 
the disease from spreading around or for checking its virulence. 


(g)—Ratrlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


22, The Jasohar [Jessore}] of the 28th February writes that it has 
received numerous complaints to the effect that 
goods sent by rail from Calcutta to Jessore, Khulna, 
etc., when they reach the consignees are found to have been tampered with, 
though there is no means of ascertaining whether such tampering occurs on the 
railway van while in transit or in the staticn godowns. 
23. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 2nd March writes that the time- 
. table for the current month on the East Indian Rail- 
Boor taming of ® train on the way shows that a down train is to start from 
sees sek apes Bandel station daily at 11-9. a.m. The two other 
trains starting from Bandel are timed at 10-36 4, m. and 3-23 pP. M., it would 
therefore have been better if the new 11-9 train had been timed to leave at 
about 1 o'clock. : 
24. The Ratnakar [ Asansol] of the 8rd March suggests the following con- 
siderations in favour of the construction of an over- 


An overbridge at Khana Sta- cd : : : il- 
‘lee, Mest Sadion Iealiven. = at Khana Junction station, East Indian Rai 


(1) Sixteen passenger trains pass through this station daily ; the number of 
passengers who use this station must therefore be very large. 


(2) Goods trains run through this station both at night and in the day time, 
rendering it the more difficult for passengers to cross the lines from one plat- 
form to another. 


(3) A large number of passengers bound for stations below Kiul wait at 
this station for up and Down trains. This keeps a large crowd present very 
frequently here. 


(4) Third class and intermediate . class passengers are not permitted, as 
first and second class passengers are, to change for the'loop line at Burdwan, this 
adds to the press of passengers at Khana. oo 

(5) Some time ago the Lieutenant-Governor promised to forward a petition 
to the Railway authorities for the construction of overbridges at Ahmadpur, 


A Railway complaint. 
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Mullarhat, and Rampur Hat stations—all of which are very small stations com- 
pared with Khana. ne | 

(6) The Eastern Bengal State Railway, @ concern much inferior to the 
East Indian Railway, possesses overbridges even at its smallest stations. 

(7) An overbridge exists even at such a small station as Kalipahari. 

95. The Nadia [Krishnagar] of the 3rd March druws attention to the 
. damage to the cultivation and public health caused 
Wanted a bridge on the Bhairab. b o 
‘tg mouth at Joynagar in Nadia, near the Darsuna station, Eastern Bengal 
State Railway, and suggests the construction of a bridge on the spot asa 


remedy. 
d (h)— General. 


96. Referring to the pronouncement in Parliament by Mr. Morley on 
the Partition question, the Sri Sri Vishnupriya-o- 


Mr. Morley and the Partition. = 4 panda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the ist March 


ites :— 
so What hopes can be left to us after this ? We were under the idea that the 
Partition question would not come up for debate in the new Parliament so early, 
It was thought that the sending up of a petition which is being drafted here 
now would be awaited by the friends of india. As it was, the leaders here 
were not consulted before the question was raised in Parliament. It is not, 


however, that we did not anticipate the manner in which Mr. Morley 


would dispose of this matter. Itis impossible for him to go against what 
had been done by Lord Curzon. It is still more impossible for him to 
displease Lord Curzon with the object of giving peace and contentment to 
the Bengali heart. So, no matter how great a Liberal Mr. Morley may be, 
he knew beforehand that his liberalism would fail on the present occasion. 
So we cannot say that we have been surprised in the least at the turn things 
have taken, 

But there is one statement of his which has surprised us and that is 
his statement that the agitation in Bengal against the partition is subsiding. 
The people of this country continued agitating on this topic day after day 
and week after week for an unprecedented length of time, but without 
producing any effect on Government, except perhaps provoking it to the 
summoning of Gurkhas to quell the agitation. National no less than in- 
dividual f-elings lose their poignancy with the lapse of time, and it by 
no means iollows that because the agitation against the partition is now 
subsiding therefore the people are denying or have forgotten the evil effects 
of this measure. 

27. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 1st March writes that Mr. Morley 
has taken up four positions with regard to the 
partition, all of which are untenable :— 

(1) That the partition had become necessary for facility of administration.— 
This statement has been disproved in the columns of this paper over and 


Mr. Morley and the Partition. 


over again and need not therefore be discussed in detail on the present 


occasion. 


(2) That there was no political motive underlying the partition.—That Lord 
Curzon partitioned Bengal in order to disunite and weaken the Bengalis has 
been repeatedly shown in the columns of this paper and need not therefore be 
proved again now. 


(3) That it was inexpedient to intexfere with what was now an accomplished 


fact,—But Government has always been accustomed to undo what had been 
done before — 


(a) Mr. Morley’s first official act has been to alter in certain respects 
his predecessor's scheme of Army administration. 

(6) The new Colonial Secretary has upset his predecessor’s decision 
about Chinese labour in the Transvaal. 

(c) The Education Act of the late Conservative Government is about 

to be amended by the present Government. Are more instances 

necessary to prove that the measures of a conservative Govern- 

ment are set aside by a Libexal Government and vice versd 

if such reversal is thought advisable by the party in power ? 


y the damming up of the Bhairab stream at. 
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So the statement about the inexpediency of undoing what has 
_—e been done does not come well from the lips of 9 
Morley. 


(4) That he had it on the highest authority in India that the agitation against 
the partition was subsiding.—Now, whoever may be the highest authority 
who made this statement the statement, is baseless, The excitement of 
feeling is far from having calmed down. The partition remains like a 
shaft imbedded in the hearts of the Bengali people. It was the expectation 
that an honest Secretary of State like Mr. Morley was sure to undo the 
wrong which had been done that led many people to refrain from getting up 
rotest moetings. As it was, Reuter’s news that Mr. Morley would not 
interfere with the partition spread like a veritable wild-fire all over Calentta. 
The faces of all who heard it gave expression to deep grief, anger and distrust. 
No words found utterance, but a terrible resolution sprang up in the mind 
that never more was the hand to touch a thing of British manufacture, so that 
those who had brought the Bengalis into grief might themselves be made to 
suffer similarly. Those who had paid no heed to the pangs of the Bengalis 
were to be made to suffer similar pangs. Words cannot adequately describe 
the grief and anger which prevailed in Calcutta when Mr. Morley’s decision 
was announced. 

The people of Bengal are now past the stage when on receipt of woeful 
news like this, they would have contented themselves with indulging in 
expressions of vain grief. Rather they will now resolve unalterably to oppress 
whose who are oppressing them. The flame which will now be lighted 
up all over Bengal, which will burn in every Bengali heart, will end in whole- 
sale destruction and ruin. 

28. With reference to the “gag ne rg in Parliament by Mr. Morley 

. « On the Partition question, the Daily Mitavadi 
aici ieeccaa sata [Caleutta! of the nd March aa that the 
erroneous and half-hearted statement of Mr. Morley has created the greatest 
suspicion in the public mind as regards British justice. The national crisis 
has become all the more acute. But it will not doto remain inactive, A 
most severe ordeal of fire confronts the national life of Bengal. This ordeal 
must be passed through successfully. A stirring agitation must be got up 
again net the entire British public informed of the actual state of things. 
The Government must be brought over to the popular view of the question 
by means of petitions and representations. The object of the people cannot 
be gained except by official support. 

29. Referring to Mr. Morley’s speech on the partition of Bengal, the 

= Samay [Calcutta] of the 2nd March writes as 

Mr. Morley on the partition of fo}lows -— 
mete We knew Mr. Morley to be an honest Liberal, 
but now we see that his liberalism is meant for England and not for India. 
Had he known the real state of affairs in India he would never have differred 
from “the view that the movement for the partition of Bengal arose from 
political motives.” It is not Indians alone who say that the real object of 


‘the partition was to weaken the Bengali nation, Many an Englishmen also 


holds the same opinion. 

Sir Henry Cotton doubtless made a great mistake in proposing a separa- 
tion of Bihar from Bengal, but was it just and honourable on Mr. Morley’s 
part to take advantage of this mistake? The argument that “the strain of 
work had necessitated some redistribution” does not hold water, because 
it cannot be conceived that that strain became suddenly unbearable on the 
advent of Lord Curzon to the country. As to creating a Governorship for 
Bengal, Mr. Morley argues that the partition ‘‘ was a settled thing and it 
was unreasonable to ask Government to start afresh.”? We are at a loss to 
make out how such a highly generous man as our present Secretary of State 
is could give expression to such a bad principle. We do not know whence 
Mr. Morley gathered the information that “the feeling regarding the partition 
was subsiding.” If he took the version given by Anglo-Indians of the matter 
to be as trae as Gospel truth, then, of course, no one would have anything 
to say. But he ought to have personally enquired into the matter. Besides 
this, supposing that the agitation against the partition has subsided, does 1t 
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follow therefrom that the duty of the authorities is over in oy to 
that important question? A severe blow may have stunned the Bengalis and 
made them speechless, but should that deter the rulers from relieving the 
pain? Alas! Is this Mr. Morley’s liberalism ? 

Mr. Morley has said that ‘‘India should be allowed to take breath” 
after ‘the great administration of Lord Curzon.” But how is it possible for 
a people suffering and smarting under oppression to take rest ? 

Mr. Morley said that the people of India “were admirable material on 
which a system might be built up in which they would have a far greater 
share in the administration, but it was folly to pretend that immediate action 
in that direction was possible.” But the Liberal Secretary of State did 
not say when the time would come for action to be taken in the direction 
thus indicated by him. That time will never come, because it is apparent 
from Mr. Morley’s speech that he does not wish that anything antagonistic to 
the interests of his countrymen should ever take place in India. 

30. With reference to the recent pronouncement in Parliament b 

- Mr. Morley on the partition question, the Ratnakar 
Mr. Morley and the partiuon. = F Asansol] of the 2nd March counsels those who 
really seek the welfare of the country to give up potitioning and political 
agitation as well as all honorary offices under Government and take instead 
to a campaign of boycott against Britisn goods in every village and house in 
Bengal. And as regards the fear of being persecuted by Government for 
conducting such a campaign, it is pointed out that if the eutire people join in 
such a campaign and if they are all held guilty by Government, Government 
can nevertheless not find sufficient accommodation in its jails to imprison 
them all. 

31. The Daily Hitavadi ae of the 3rd March writes :— 

Mr, Morley’s pronouncement in Parliament 
on the partition question may have filled us with 
sorrow bat not with despair. It has only driven home to our minds with 
greater force than anything which has gone before, the necessi'y of strengthen- 
ing our agitation und streugthening the boycott. The indifference of the 
authorities in remedying our wrongs only adds to our eagerness to adopt all 
the lawful means open to us to bring the English public to their senses, 

We can now understand the significance of the doctrine of equality as 
preached by the English—Western people recognize friendship only between 
equals. ‘he English will then come to look upon the Indiaus as worthy of 
their friendship when they find the latter capable in any way of injuring 
them. Englishmen have always been worshippers of the strong. It is this 
which explains the difference of treatment which they accord to the Boers 
and to the Indians respectively, as regards political rights. 

The interest of the English in preserving their dominion in India is 
mainly a commercial interest. If therefore we can strike at ‘the British 
commerce in India, we are sure of promptly bringing the English bull into 
his senses. The boycott of Britisa manufactures is then the one resource left 
to as now. | 

32. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah j of the 3rd March writes :— 

All doubts are dispelled at last. Mr. Morley’s 
honesty and Lord Minto’s benevolence have been 
equally tested. Sir Bampfylde Fuller's prophecy has, after all, come true. 
Parliament has disregarded the strongest agitation proceeding from the lowest 
depths of the heart of eighty millions of Bengalis. ‘There is not the slighest 
reason to doubt that the decision arrived at was mairly influenced by Lord 
Minto who supported the policy of bis predecessor. 

Mr. Morley has stated that the agitation ayainst the partition is subsiding. 
All Englishmen, honest or dishonest, intelligent or the reverse, wish to gain 
their purposes by throwing dust in our eyes. God is witness that there is not 
the slightest trace of artificiality in the work to which we, irrespective 
of age and sex, have devoted ourselves now. It is not that the English do not 
know this ; but they persist in ignoring it, as though wishing to allay the fury 
of the venomous snake. We must therefore now, with quadrupled energy 
and firmness, and with one mind and body show the English something, 
so that tuey will never again be able to ignore our protests in this manner. 


Mr. Morley and the partition. 


Mr. Morley and the partition. 
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The resolution to boycott things British must be renewed with increas; 
strength of purpose. The boycott must be an absolute one this time, with no 
reservation whatever. Every Bengali must now prepare to achieve the 
impossible. Consideration of honour and dishonour must be disregarded 
and al! persecutions must be braved in a steady adherence to the boycott. 
There is no other solution of the difficulty now facing us. It is not atime to 
despair. All lawful means must be used in order to keep up a strong and 
permanent protest. Let there be no further delay brethren. Let each begin 
working for the exclusion of things British from his nearest village. Nobody 
should think himself too feeble to work for the country’s cause. Let all be 
cheered by the recollection that there is a reward for courageous performance 
of good work 

33. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 38rd March says that Mr, Morley has 

| e at last extinguished the last ray of hope which 

Mr. Morley on the partition of Jingered in the hearts of many Bengalis that 
Bengal. ie ; 4 = ; 
the partition of their mother-country will be 
rescinded. But nothing better ought to have been expected. from Mr, Morley, 
because however liberal may be his views and however generous his heart, he 
loves his own country above everything else. The Bengalis should now work 
calmly but steadily in the service of their mother-country. 

34, Referring to the pronouncement in Parliament by Mr. John Morley 
on the partition of Bengal, the Dacca Prakas 
[ Dacca} of the 4th March writes— 

We have not been surprised at the Secretary of State’s decision. It is 
long since we have learned to read the letters which spell India’s destiny. 
Unless we gain in worth, the sky of India’s fortunes will not be cleared by 
mere petitions and representations. We ought to understand this even-now, 
if we are not wholly worthless. 

35. The Hindi Bangavasi (Calcutta) of the 5th March has an article 
headed ‘‘ Bengal Parliament” in which it discusses 
Mr. Morley’s reply to the question relating to the 
Partition of Bengal in which it says that the reply has altogether extinguished 
the hopes of the Bengali nation. Meetings are being held all over Bengal 
protesting against Mr. Morley’s statement that the feelings respecting the 
measnre were gradually subsiding. ‘I'wenty-one such meetings were held in 
Calcutta alone. ‘The paper, however, addressing the Bengalis exhorts them to 
be firm in their solemn vow. 

36. The Prasun|Katwa] of the 2nd March notices with approval a 

ikea ¢ inn, Petition to Government praying that the village 

jiction i(i~CS:*<CStCé‘<CS”~SC*C*éE:«éPattdi_ OW included in the Kalna Subdivision 

may be transferred to the jurisdiction of the Katwa 

Subdivision of the Burdwan district on the ground that there exist greater facili- 
ties of communication with the latter than with the former subdivisional town. 

37. Referring to the recent Government Resolution appointing the 
Stores Committee, the Daily Hitavad: | Calcutta | of 
the 6th March writes— 

No matter what the main object of the 
Engineering and Iron Trades Association may he, we acknowledge that we 
have derived very great pleasure from a perusal of the Resolution which the 
Government of India has drawn up on their petition. Our happiness would be 
complete if the orders now passed are carried out in practice in every instance. 

38. Commenting upon the revised Government orders forbidding Gov- 
ernment servants from attending any meeting 
called for the purpose of discussing Indian politics 
or helping any political institutions with money, the Hindi Bangavast 
[Calcutta] of the 5th March asks if the revision has any connection with the 
swadeshi agitation, 


Mr. Mor'ey and the partition. 


Mr. Morley’s reply. 


The Government Resolution on 
the Stores Committee. 


A revised Government order. 


I1l._—Lecis.arion. 


39. Referring to the official reply to the question recently put in the 
Bengal Legislative Council regarding an appre- 
hended scarcity in Bengal and Bihar, the Datly 
Hitavadi { Caleutta] of the 5th March writes that 


A question in the Benga) Legis- 
lative Council. 
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to the mind. The people of Bihar are already distressed at the prospect of 
a famine. The great majority of them are uneducated and therefore incapable 
of bringing their condition, even when it 1s very bad, to the notice of 
Government. In 1897 a severe famine prevailed in Deoghar, and there were 
cases of death from starvation, but nevertheless, the local officials did not 
report the facts to Government, and it was only the effort of a newspaper 
editor which at last made the Goverment recognize the true state of affairs. 
One cannot say safely what is in store for the people of Bihar this year. 


IV.—NAaTIVE STATEs. 


40. The Hitvarta |Calcutta] of the 4th March says that Government 

having deprived us of our arms after passing an 

Supply of Arms in Native Arms Act is now thinking of depriving the officers 
— and the relatives of Native Princes of the same. 

The authorities were very much agitated because a few Native Chiefs of 

Bombay and their relatives used to purchase arms in British India, Under 

recent orders they will not be allowed to do so without obtaining a license from 


the British Resident. 


V,—ProsPects oF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF 1HE PEOPLE. 


41, Al Punch | Bankipore | of the 1st March complains of excessive rain and 
the raising of the prices of food-grains by buniahs 
Impending famine. oo the increase in number of plague deaths in 
atna. 
42, A correspondent of the Sri Sri Vishnupriya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika 
[Caleutta] of the 1st March reports from Comilla 
that the price of rice in the local markets is steadily 
on the rise. From four rupees it now stands at five rupees five annas. Appre- 
hensions of famine prevail all over the district and cries of distress and alarm 
already come from the lower classes. It is time for the public and the Govern- 
ment to combine and concert measures of relief. Further delay and apathy 
would be disastrous in their consequences. 


43. ‘The same paper writes that there exist sufficient grounds for appre- 
hending a famine this year in the Orissa districts. 
The reports already received suggest the prevalence 
of scarcity of food in a sufficiently intense form in many’ localities. It is to 
be hoped that Government will adopt timely measures of relief. 


Apprehended famine in Comilla. 


Apprehended famine in Orissa. 


MIscELLANFOUS. 
44, The Charu Mihir Lr eennagh of the 27th February writes as 
follows :— | 


Ill-feeling between Hindus and 


Misehinded te Mashcen Bedenl. In many places in Eastern Bengal the ani- 


mosity of Musalmans against Hindus is assuming 
a serious aspect. Short-sighted rulers may find amusement in trying to defeat 
one community by setting another against it, but those who are real well- 
wishers of the empire and friends of the people see in the attempt only the 
seed of future calamities. 

For some years past the Hindus and the Musalmans of Bengal were living 


together in amity and harmony. But there isa class of officials who are 


always against our gaining strength by unity and who, therefore, never lose 
an opportunity of creating differences between the two great sections of the 
native population and inciting the one to cut the throats of the other. So long, 
however, these officials had to do all this secretly without being able to show 
open and undue partiality to any one commuuity. But the partition of Bengal 
and the boycott movement have helped to unmask them, and they are now 
carrying on their shameful work in full view of the public. On assuming office 
in the new province Sir Bampfylde Fuller became determined to destroy the 
Swadeshi movement. But he knew that his purpose could not be served unless 
a schism was created between the Hindu and the Musalman inhabitants of 
the province. He, therefore, set himself to follow the policy of divide and 
rule, and in the pursuit of that policy he found a useful tool in the Nawab of 
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Dacca. Sir Bampfylde held out the temptation of the public service to the 
Musalmans and told them that the Hindus had permanently forfeited the 
favour of the Government. Such statements have lowered the Government of 
the new province in the estimation of the public and filled the atmosphere 
with the bad name of its head. But though they have failed to make any 
impression on educated and intelligent Musalmans, they have created a 
commotion among the lower classes in that community, who form the bulk of 
the Musalman population of the new province. ‘l’hese classes are mostly very 
poor, and in the Mymensingh district a large proportion of them earn their 
livelihood by serving under Hindus. These. men are now refusing to work 
under Hindus, and cultivate lands of which the latter are proprietors. This 
refusal is sure to have the most disastrous effect on them in this year of 
scarcity. For all this the Government of Sir Bampfylde Fuller is responsible. 
We pray to the leaders of both Hindu and Musalman communities to settle 
al] disputes between the two parties, Government may be desirous of showing 
undue partiality to the Musalmans, but that is no reason why the latter should 
bring sufferings on themselves. Government’s favour is always regulated by 
self-interest. Hundreds of Musalmans have this year died of cholera in the 
Mymensingh district. But what did Sir Bampfylde do to save them from the 
scourge? Were special arrangements made to supply the sufferers with 
medical aid? We wired the matter to the Government, but to no effect. And 
now it remains to be seen what the authorities will do to appease the hunger 
of these mistaken Musalmans who will bring starvation on themselves by 
refusing to work under Hindus. 

45. The Sandhya([Calcutta] of the 1st March writes:— 

Many people suppose that ore reaches the 
acme of the Swadeshi sentiment when one gives up 
the use of certain articles of British manufacture. But our idea of a boycott 
agitation is a different one, and what it is we proceed to describe below :— 


(1) We shall boycott the members of the Legislative Councils. We 
shall not attend any meetings where they are given precedence ; 
and we shall not invite them to any meetings either. We 
shall deal in a similar manner with Honorary Magistrates. 

(2) We shall decline even so much as to tread on the shadow of such 

2 as beg favours and rights of Europeans. If we meet any 
such we shall turn our back on them and abuse them foully. 

(3) As regards those who have obtained titles by flattering the Kuro- 
peans and proving traitors to their own country, far from 
honouring them we shall ignore them. And any assembly 
where they are honoured, we shall by all lawful means. 
bring into disgrace. 

Those among the readers of the Sandhya who are prepared to boycott on 
these lines should band themselves into a group, which will{form a nucleus, 
round which in time will grow up a boycott of such dimensions as will make 
all Babus inclined towards Fertngheeism cry abjectly for mercy. 

46. The Sampivani {Calcutta} of the 1st March publishes a call to all 

” those who are willing to work for their native land. 

A ones 80 patriots. Every individual village and every individual 

home in Bengal must be reached, the inmates of these homes interviewed and 

talked over into adopting resolutions never more to permit the use of British 

manufactures, be they clothes, salt, sugar, cooking utensils, liquor, furniture, 

soaps, combs, ribbons or scents, which must be banished entirely from the 
country. 

Let all and everybody in the towns and villages of Bengal, whoever 
they or he may be, hear this call for the worship of the mother-country. 
Let all awake and devote themselves to the service of their native land. Let 
there be no rest any longer. Let all be work and work—nothing but work. 
Let him who will come forward send in his name to the editor of the paper. 
A flame of patriotism must be lit up all over Bengal. | 

46. The same paper refers to a meeting at College Square, Calcutta, on 

eentlahs cae the evening of the 27th February last, with refer- 

a tet ence to the position which Mr. Morley has taken 


The Sandhya’s idea of a boycott. 
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“«h regard to the partition, and to a similar meeting the following evening 
a Beadon Square ; and to the burning of clothes of British-make which will 
take place in connection with both these gatberings. i 

48, In noticing the outward indifference of the Biharis towards the 

| me Swadeshi movement, the Bihar Bandhu [Banki- 
Swadeehi movement in Bihar, = re} of the 1st March suggests that this indifference 
may probably be due to the fact that the Biharis being silent workers do not 
like to make empty noise specially when there isa fear of their actions being 
misinterpreted by selfish people, and in this they are right. The paper, 
however, fears that such is not the case and warns the Beharis that they may 
not be found wanting in their duty in this respect and therefore unable to 
show their face before the people of other provinces. Although Bihar has been 
producing various kinds of cloth for ages, and they are being used largely by 
the people, yet the ambition of the Bihar Bandhu is to see the people use 
desi clothings for Darbars and their children doing the same when going to 
school. 

49. The Bharat Mitra {Calcutta] of the 3rd March in its second article 
headed ‘* The present condition of the country” 
assigns the ill-treatment of the natives by Englishmen 
as one of the causes of the present discontent in 
the country, and says that the Government is to blame for such conduct on the 
part of Englishmen. Kind and considerate treatment will do more good 
and less harm.’ The Indians’ heart is ever ready to appreciate kindness and to 
be grateful for it. It would not be an exaggeration to say that Indians can 
invariably beat down Englishmen in a fair competition. They always 
remember their sacred traditions and long-cherished ideas of courtesy and 
refinements. 


The causes of the present dis- 
content in India. 


50. The same paper referring to the same subject observes :—However 

3 liberal and lofty-raindad a man may he, no sooner 

— he secures a Government pust than he begins to 

moralise. The Bengulis are still weeping and bewailing the partition, but the 


Hon’ble Mr. Morley tells us that the feeling is now subsiding. News about 
Mr. Morley’s reply reached at Calcutta at 1-30 p.m. on Tuesday last, and at 5 
o'clock they held a large meeting in the College, where among national songs 
a heap of English clothings, &c., were burnt to ashes. ) 

dl. The Hitvarta [Calcutta | of the 4th March refers to the same subject 
and says that Bengal, and for the matter of that 
all India, should now try to disabuse the mind of 
Mr. Morley of the impression made on it by some sycophant, and with one 
voice renew the vow of abjuring the use of European goods. | 

02. The Daily Hitavadi { Calcutta] of the 3rd March writes as follows :— 

Somebody in India, it is said, has told Mr. 
Morley that there is no more agitation in this 
country, However high may he the position of 
this mistaken or ignorant person, however great may be his opportunities of 
obtaining information, we can unhbesitatingly say that either he made no 
attempt to learn the truth or has suppressed it. ‘The flame of fire that has 
been kindled in the recesses of the heart has not been extinguished ;—it is not 
one which can be extinguished. | 

Is there no sorrow in Bengal in consequence of the partition? Is there 
no expression of that sorrow? And does not the disappointed heart feel at 
every moment the spear thrust? If there is a cessation of thecry, that merely 
indicates that the voice has become tired. But the fire within is, all the same, 
burning as before. Through ignorance of human nature you may mistake 
exhaustion for death ; and by brute force stifle all expression of feeling and 
even all feebly uttered cries. But you cannot see what the heart feels nor 
check the course of thought. We shall continue to burn in the fire that you 
have kindled till it consumes us. You cannot realize the intensity of this burning, 
for you are men of a different nature and have not come to know the Bengalis. 
even ina century, We regret to say that it is you who are bringing disquiet 
into the land of peace, and it is you who are most responsible for this sin. ) 

You cannot understand the nature of those who lay down their lives 
through hunger rather than commit sin by oppressing traders and by plunder- 
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ing and stealing grain. You do not recognize them as famine-stricken. In this 
matter, too, you do not see the real feeling of the people ; and because echo 
and re-echo of lamentations are not heard from all directions, you think that 
the suffering has diminished and that the fire has been extinguished. Our just 

rayers, the representation of our reasonable sorrow and grievances, and our 
lawful and constitutional conduct have made you think that our heart’s sorrow 
has abated. Be sure that this mistake of yours will one day bear poisonous 
fruit. 


If the people of the country had to-day offered libations with Fuller’s and 
Fraser's blood ;—if the waters of the Padma had been turned crimson with the 
blood of Lyon and Emerson ;— if Bengal had been strewn with thedead bodies 
of oppressing police officers and of timid and cowardly Judges and Magistrates 
who fail to dispense justice ;—then would you have perceived that the course of 
agitation in the country has not been checked. But our religious scruples, our 
want of power, our inclinations and our education enable us to control ourselves 
and desist from proceeding to the commission of heinous sins, reckless of 
consequences. That is why you do not see that we are being wounded in our 
heart of hearts. Do not spread disquiet in this manner by gradually impairing 
our religious strength, by striking blow after blow at our disappointed hearts, 
and by narrowing more and more the path of redress. Our heart’s agony has 
not diminished !—the burning sensation we feel in our souls has not been 
quenched. To excite us more under these circumstances by trampling upon 
us will not be productive of good in the long run. 


Your sense of religion, your nature and your inclinations are all different 
from ours, Do not communicate your shortcomings to our couutry. Your 
entrance into India was on the pretext of commerce. Coming as Merchants, 
you are ruling as Emperors! The key-note [of your rule] is not prowess and 
valour, but stratagem. Conspiracy, treachery, deceit, and forgery are your 
strength, your support, and the secret of your entrance. But we are not going 
to judge your earliest acts in the field of politics. Looking upto you, we 
hoped that we should live in peace and happiness in our own country. By 
introducing an impartial administration of justice you encouraged our hope 
that you would save us from anarchy. But now that policy appears to have 
undergone a change. 


If you dispense with your manly qualities and, as at present, go on deviat- 
ing from the path of justice and suppressing truth, we do not know how long 
the feelings of the ignorant masses will continue to be kept under control. 


You have lost and are still losing the people’s confidence. There may be 
many who show yuu devotion through fear; put how many are there to-day who 
are devoted to you through love? But that was not the state of things before, 
when the people were prepared to lay down their lives for your sake. 

Like a brother vf Pluto,-—like the door-keeper of Hell,—like the counterpart 
ofa demon, the visible incarnation of brute force is roaming about (the land) ; 
while we, on our part, are without power and strength—weak and disunited. Do 
you think, therefore, that you can with impunity do whatever you like? You 
will be disillusioned, for remember that the Power that sits above the Royal 
Power is not moved by the fear of your Maxim guns, and is not deceived by 

our finewords. The history of the world shows that unrighteousness must have 
its fall, Remember that the Power which has t aken away the glory of Ancient 
Persia, Egypt, Rome, Carthage, Greece, and Macedon may lay low the high 
head of august Britain if she goes astray. Wedo not say this solely for your 
good. If our welfare did not depend upon yours we wouid have no cause for 
such anxiety. But we depend upon you, and thut is why our eyes are im plor- 
ingly fixed upon you and we tell you—do not be guilty of unrighteousness, do 
not encourage falsehood and injustice,—do not introduce disquiet in a country 
which was full of peace. Time alleviates, if itdoes not altogether remove, even 
the father’s keen sorrow at his son’s death, and so may time alleviate our sorrow 
caused by the partition. But know it for certain that it is precisely that also 
which will bring about the downfall of the English in tie future. Knglishmen 
have to-day lost (the people’s) confidence in Bengal ; in time they may lose their 
kingdom also. | 
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53. The following occurs in an article headed “Sir B. Fuller and 
the Swadesht agitation” published in the Hitvarta 
[Calcutta | of the 4th March. 

The officials themselves have set an example to us in the matter of this 
swadeshs agitation. The way in which they are trying to help their own country 
clearly shows how much effort and indust 
condition of one’s own country. The English possess authority and they are 
abusing the same with a view to protect their country’s industry. But our rulers 
have given us no such authority; so if we act against the law we shall be held 
to have committed an offence. We have therefore to maintain our swadeshi 
agitation without infringing the law. The officials are siding with their own 
country and we shall side with our own. When Englishmen are trying to make 
us use European goods we should also try our utmost to refrain from using the 
same. No 4 oubt Government possesses power ; but the little power that we have 
would also, if combined, be not insignificant. If we all pledge to give up the use 
of European goods all Government efforts would be of no avail. In pursuing 
swadesht we should only be following our rulers, and even if we have to suffer 
indignities at their hands we should prefer it to becoming traitors to our country. 

54. The Hitvarta [Calcutta] of the 4th March has an article headed the 
covetous physician in which the British Govern- 
ment has been compared to the greedy physician 
in Asop’s Fables who robbed his blind patient of all she had before he 
cured her of her defective eyesight. The patient here is the ignorant 
Indian cultivator who has to give away all the pruduce of his land to the 
Government, and who, although toiling from morn till a late hour in the 
evening, does not get sufficient food or clothing. 

55. The Daily Mitavac eee of the 5th March writes— 

oe Powerful agitation in Calcutta~ Simultaneous 
parenewed agitation against the holding of twenty meetings. On Saturday, the 
3rd instant, that happened, which never before had 
happened in Bengal, and which Bengalis, even in their dreams, could not dream 
would happen, The English might regard the Bengalis as men of straw and 
therefore unworthy of attention. But a combination of pieces of straw can 
make the strongest rope; the Bengalis therefore are not to be despised, At 
one and the same time, and in one and the same cause, twenty meetings were 
held in Calcutta on Saturday last, all largely attended, and all resolute to 
boycott things British, Englishmen never thought that the Bengalis could doa 
thing like this, and that is why Mr. Morley could boastfully declare that he 
had it on high authority that the agitation was subsiding and accordingly 
disregard the sentiments of 80 millions of Bengalis. 

The paper then goes on to give details of fifteen of these meetings held 

respectively at Kalighat, Bagbazar, Norendro Nath Sen’s Square, the grounds 


A solemn pledge. 


[he greedy physician. 


of the Federation Hall, Peary Churn Sarkar’s Park, Ahiritola, Kambuliatola, 


Bhukoylas, Sankaritola, Mallik Bazar, Beadon Square, Simla, Kansaripara, 
Entally, Howrah, and Kumartollee. 

06. Referring to Mr, Morley’s speech on the partition of Bengal, the 
Nihar (Contai] of the 6th March says that prayers 
; and petitions are of no avail in the field of politics. 
Vigorous efforts must be made to improve the arts and industries of the country, 
and this spirit of patriotism should be infused into the hearts of the masses of 
the people. Swadeshi missions should visit towns and villages and preach 
patriotism to the poor and the illiterate. 

07. The Nihar (Contai] of the 6th March reports with joy that recently 

Ss: pias in there has been a revival of the Swadesht movement 
Contai. moveme®’ "in Contai town. Three meetings of the students 
ee and young men of the town have already been held 
in this connection, and the writer exhorts them to fear nothing in their propaga- 
hon of the Swadeshi and make ‘Do or die,” the motto of their conduct.” Fear 
not, the Lord is with yon” says the paper to the agitators. 

08. The Daily Hitavadi Calcutta ; of the 7th March writes— | 

Through the efforts of local officials, meetings to accord receptions to the 

Indian loyalty. _ Lieutenant-Governor are being held in many places 


The Swadesht movement. 


are required to improve the 


in Eastern Bengal. The authorities point to the 
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holding of such meetings as evidence that the people have accépted the partiti 
as accomplished, and a8 a proof of the popular appreciation of Sir Bampfyii 

OW 


Fuller’s virtues as an administrator. But the correct explanation of this 
of loyalty is to be sought in the thrusts of the Gurkhas, and in the Oppressions 
of the Assamese police and of the punitive police. It is not however the whole 
truth that it is only in response to the bayonet-thrusts of the Gurkhas or the 
assaults of the punitive and Assamese gpa or to the hints of @ Political Resi- 
dent that the people and princes of India manifest their loyalty to the British 
Government; it is doubtful ifany other race on earth can show such hearifelt 
reverence and love to a man really worthy of them as the Indians do. The 
spontaneous manifestations of these feelings on mg of the Indians which 

ted Lord Ripon, Lord Ampthill, Sir Antony MacDonell and Sir Henry 
Cotton are without a paralellin the history of any other country. It is not 
that the people of India are devoid of feelings of loyalty ; the fact is that they 
are not prepared to bestow reverence on un ing rulers, ‘First deserve, 
then desire” is what Indians say to all rulers. ‘here are at the present 
time » number of men whom certain short-sighted unpopular officials have 
hitherto failed by the application of brute force to bring under their 
influence, but who neverthless have, with the greatest eagerness, bowed their 
heads to Lord Ripon, Sir A. MacDonell, and Sir H. Cotton. 


Uriya Papers. 


59. The Sambalpur Hitaishini |Bamra] of the 17th February states that it 

- i aga continuous) —. haa in the last week in 

-he weather in Urissa and 8 the Bamra town, that the sky was ever cloudy, and 

—— oath aes plano | to help sarlecbansi 
operations in that State. | 

The same paper says that excessive rain fell in the interior of the Bamra 
State in the last week and that the sooner it ceases the better. 

The Uriya and Navasamvad | Balasore] of the 21st February reports floods 
in the Brahmani, Baitarni, Kathjuri, Suvarnarekha and Burahalong rivers, and 
says that there were heavy showers of rain in the last week, which, though 
favourable to the supply of fodder and vegetable, are likely to injure unthreshed 
paddy. The writer observes that this unseasonable weather forebodes more 
evil rate good and that it may cause prices of food-stuffs to rise and - diseases 
to prevail. 

The Puri correspondent of the same psper states that the sky is cloudy 
with occasional showers of rain. 

The Samvad Vahtka {Balasore | of the 22nd February states that the rainy 
weather commenced from the beginning of the month of Magh this year and 
that heavy showers of rain fell every now and then, causing floods in many 
rivers in Orissa, This rain has proved injurious to the paddy which has not 
been entirely threshed. The writer deplores that much of the crops, not only 
in Orissa but in many other parts of India, was destroyed through drought, and 
that what little remained is being spoiled by unseasonable showers of rain. 

The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 24th February states that heavy showers 
of rain, accompanied with violent storm, fell in Talcher on the nig ts of the 
14th and 15th instant, that the fields, tanks, roads, &c., were inundated with 
rain-water, that the weather resembled that of the rainy season, that the 
Brahmani river was swollen, that there was no such rainfall throughout the 
current year, and that this rain will injure the mango crop. 

In reviewing the weather of the month just past, the Utkaldipika [Cuttack } 
of the 24th February states that it was just like the weather of the raiy 
season and that the Mahanadi and the Kathjuri rivers were swollen. This rain 
has done more injury than good to many standing crops, though the mango 
crop has been somewhat benefited and the distress of cattle removed to 
certain extent by the growth of fodder. 

The same paper says that the weather varies from time to time. Some- 
times fitful winds blow and at other times the temperature rises or falls, The 
— weather still continues. 

The same paper says that in Kawpur, Basantia and the neighbouring 
places hailstones fell in such abundance that many trees were made leafless an 
many calves and other animals killed thereby. 
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The same paper says that in Ganjam also the weather waa cloady and that 
showers of rain fell there occasionally. ge ee ae 
The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper says that on the 14th 
February the rainfall in that part of the Cuttack district was so great that the 
Baitarni, the Kharsna and other rivers overflowed their banks and destroyed the 
brinjal, pumpkin, tobacco and other crops generally grown on the riverside. 
In the same way inundation led to the destruction of dalua rice, coriander, 
wheat and other crops grown on plains near the river banks. ae 
The Satyabadi co ondent of the same paper says that the sky was 
cloudy and that it was raining every day in the last week in that part of the 
Puri district. | 
The Puri correspondent of the same paper says that good showers of rain 
fell in the Puri town as well ag in the interior of that district and that 
agricultural operations have begun and mango has been benefited. 


60. The Sambalpur Hitaishint [Bamra] of the 17th February states that 
cholera and small-pox prevail in that State. 
The Puri correspondent of the Uriya and 


Navasamvad [ Balasore] of the 21st February states 
that cholera and small-pox prevail mm the Puri town. 


The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 2ith February states that two persons 
died of cholera in Cuttack town last week. 

The same paper states that two or three persons have died of cholera in 
Bhadrak in the Balasore district. 

The same paper states that cholera and small-pox prevail in Ganjam. 

The sambalpur Hitaishini [ Bamra] of the 17th February states that small- 
pox prevails in Deogurh. 

The pag =. ag Seoray ay! of the 24th February states that smali-pox has 
broken out in Uriya Bazar in the Cuttack town, that one person has died of the 
disease, and that four are suffering from it. | 
The Jharilo correspondent of the same paper states that the village roads 
in that part of the Cuttack district are in a filthy condition and that the 


Public health in (rissa and its 
attached States. 


Collector of that district should, in the interests of sanitation, order the 


Chakla kanungo to look after them. 4 


61. The Sambalpur Hitaishint [Bamra] of the 17th February states that 
very poor crops have been reaped this year both in 
the Garjat and Mogalbandi tracts, that the food- 
stuff thus reaped is hardly sufficient to meet a year’s 
consumption, that many poor tenants have failed to preserve seeds for the next 
crop owing to the exactions of their creditors, that under such circumstances 


famine seems inevitable, and that it is high time for the local authorities to 
prepare themselves to meet the impending catastrophe. 


_ Tbe same paper states that the Raja of Bamra has opened relief works at 
Sirgira near Balam in that State, which provides food for many poor people. 
The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 21st Febiuary is of opinion 
that a famine will soon overtake the whole of India and that signs of the 
impending danger are already visible in many parts of the country. 

I'he same paper states that prices of rice rule very high throughout Orissa 
even at this time of the year, when paddy is being harvested and apprehends 
danger in the near future. 

The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 22nd February is of opinion that ‘a 
famine will overtake Orissa in no distant time and that the’ same danger 
threatens more or less every part of India. 

The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 24th February states that the poor 
poopre of Ganjam are in great difficulty owing to the high prices of food- 
stuffs: 

_ The Jharilo correspondent of the same paper states that owing to the 
failure of crops in the last two years, famine is appreliended this year, and 


_ Scarcity of food in Orissa and 
its attached States. 


requests the Collector of Cuttack to put a stop to the export of rice, which is 


being carried on on a large scale, 


The Jajpur correspondent of the same paper states that coarse rice sells 


r= a ae and fine rice at 8 seers per rupee in that subdivision of the Cuttack 
istrict. 
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62. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 24th February states that at the 

r arada Ghat in the Mahanadi river a country boat 

containing several persons capsized, whereby four 
women found a watery grave. : 

63. The Puri correspondent of the same paper says that many houses 

oy ae were reduced to ashes by fire in Harchandi Sahi 

yu Fan. and Markanda Sahi in the Puri town in the last 


A case of drowning. 


week. 

The Puri correspondent of the Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 
2ist February states that fire is doing havoc in the Puri town. 

64, The Jharilo correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 24th 
February states that cattle disease prevails in that 
part of the Province in a terrible form and that the 
owners of cattle being poor tenants are quite helpless. The attention of the 
local authorities is drawn to the matter. | 

: oo 65. The same correspondent says that the 
A village road in Puriinneed road in village Jharilo leading to the Gop road 
we i seb stands in need of urgent repair. 

66. The Jagatsingpur correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 

, ! 24th February states that since the canal is dried 

0 A suggestion to repairatankin yn for two months in summer, the people of that 
attack. f ‘ 

ace do not find water for bathing purposes and 

suggests the difficulty would be removed if the tank in the compound of the 
inspection bungalow there were repaired by the District Board. 

67. Babu Chandra Sekhar Nanda, Secretary of the Cuttack Saraswat 
Samiti, writes to the same paper to say that the 
Runi of Darpan has undertaken to help the Samiti 
by a handsome subscription and is the patron of 
many poor students, who obtain help from her in various ways. 

68. Referring to the establishment of guru-training schools in the 

Garjat States in Orissa, the Sambalpur Hitatshini 


in io School needed [Bamra] of the 17th February suggests that great 


Cattle disease in Cuttack. 


Liberality of the Rani of 
Darpan. 


good would accrue if a guru-training school were 

established in*Chhendipada or Kusala in Angul and draws the attention of the 
Deputy Commissioner of that district to the point. 

69. The Utkaldipika (Cuttack] of the 24th February supports the 

proposal of its Kothdes correspondent that two 

A proposal to construct sluices slyices across the left embankment of the river 


across the embankment of Kuakhai. ‘ : ‘ : 
Kuakhai, one on each side of village Baugnari, are 


necessary to convey flood-water to the paddy fields of the villagers and thereby 
save their crops in seasons of drought. The culturable lands in Barimunda 
village in Patia on the right bank of the Kuakhai and opposite to Baugnari 
produced good crop in the present year, because they have the advantage of 
flood-water being conveyed to them through sluices from the Kuakhai river. 
The proposed sluices, if constructed, will not only benefit Baugnari but a large 
number of other villages, such as Nuapatna, Naurkanta, Haridaspur, Pahalo and 
Joypur. The residents of the abovenamed villages submitted a petition on 
the subject to the district authorities with no effect. The editor observes that 
as Kothdes is now under the direct management of Government, it is desirable 
that Government should take immediate steps for the irrigation of lands in the 
aforesaid villages and thereby set an example to the neighbouring zamindars. 
The editor concludes that the proposal is a reasonable and modest one and 
therefore deserves the special attention of the Puri Collector. 
70. The Kothdes correspondent of the same paper states that a kutcha 
road from the left baok of the Kuakhai to the 
sn perutcha road urgently needed Grand Trunk road between the villages Baugnari 
and Nuapatna is urgently needed in the interests 
of a large number of villages on that side of Kuakhai, many of whose residents 
live by wheeled traffic. 
71. The Sambalpur Hitaishini | wag \ of the 17th February gives a0 
The Prince of Wales’s tour ; account G the P rince of Wales’s tour thr ough 
ndie, ur» Hyderabad, Mysore and other places, and hopes 
that this tour may lead to some good in the end. 


( me}. 


Its other contemporaries in Orissa write in the same strain and wish the Prince 
a safe and successful journey back to home. 

72, The Utkaldarpan (Sambalpur] of the 19th February states that the 

lea of the Uriya and Navasamvad that Government 

The Uriye ond Heomersss, & hes favoured the Uriyas at the expense of the 

advooate of the domiciled engal- domiciled Bengalis is a false one and that the 

latter paper has become an advocate of the domiciled Bengalis claiming special 

favour for that community, which, in the interests of the public, cannot be 
granted by Government. : 

73. Tbe same paper points out in forcible language that Ganjam, which 

1s a Uriya-speaking district, should be incorporated 

Ganjam needs amalgamation with Orissa, and quotes the opinions of Mr. Cooke, a 

— late Commissioner of Orissa, Mr. Rice, who took a 

leading part in the administration of Ganjam, the Reverends Young and Howells, 

Christian Missionaries in Orissa, the Reverends Jarry and Wilkins, Christian 

Missionaries in Ganjam, and the Reverend Heberlet, Christian Missionary in 
Sambalpur, in its support. 

74. Referring to the Lord Curzon Memorial Fund, which has come up to 
about one lakh of rupees, the Utkaldipika [Cuttack } 
| of the 24th February observes that this large 
amount will probably go into the pocket of some eminent artist in England, 
thereby causing the Indian artists to suffer, 

75. The same paper regrets that Mr. E. B. Havell, Principal of Govern- 
ment School of Art, Calcutta, is compelled by 
sickness to leave India. His services in connection 
with the handloom industry in India were simply 


Lord Curzon Memorial Fund. 


Mr. E. B. Havell’s departure 
from India. 


invaluable. 

76. Referring to the King’s speech in Parliament, the same paper 
observes that though India was mentioned in it, it 
was only in connection with the visit of the Prince 
and Princess of Wales to that Dependency. It 
would have brought great relief to the Indian people had some mention of 
their distresses and aspirations been made, 

77. The Uriya and Navasamvad Koes of the 21st February thanks 

Babu Kailas Chandra Rai Mahasay, a zamindar of 

Balagore, and Rai Jogeswar Chandra Chandra 

Bahadur, a zamindar of Cuttack, for their liberality 

7 a funds to supply good drinking water to the people in Balasore and 
uttack. | 

78. The Manorama [ Baripada] of the 26th February regrets to find that 

village women in that State have —- the art 
of cotton-spinning, which was formerly common to 
every household, and observes that that art should 
be revived in all its old vigour. 

79. In referring to the installation of the Raja of Dhenkanal, the same 
paper observes that the local police used unneces- 
sary violence in keeping perfectly orderly crowds 
in line and pushed about loyal and peaceable men, 
thereby incurring unnecessary odium. It isa pity that the subordinates of the 
Police Department are not well trained and are therefore unable, at all times, to 
exercise the greatest forbearance, mildness, courtesy and perfect civility towards 
all classes of His Highness’s subjects. 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 
Bengali Translator. 
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The liberality of two zamindars 
in Orissa. 


_ Cotton spinning needs resuscita- 
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_Dhenkanal installation. 
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.—Foreren Pourrics. 


245. Lord Curzon’s sins, says the Indian Empire, are fast finding him out, tspus Berns, 


‘ The fragmentary reputation that remained to His 
Lordship’s credit after his practical expulsion from 
office was chiefly founded on his so-called diplomatic coup in regard to Tibet, 
but even this is about to pass away, for it 18 said that’ China is abont tv declare 
her sovereignty over Tibet and appoint a Viceroy who will be stationed at 
Lhassa. ‘I'his, coupled with the fact that the British Government have failed to 
negotiate a treaty with China, makes it clearer than ever that’ an expedition 
was despatched to Tibet on a ‘fool’s errand. It has been a ‘silly business’ 
all through, says the journal, and a tremendous responsibility rests on the man 
who, for the gratification of a mere whim, has shed so much blood and spread 


desolation all round. 


The Tibetan embroglio, 


II.—Homst ADMINISTRATION. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


246. The Bengalee draws attention to certain passages appearing in the 
Joint-Magistrate’s judgment in the Mymensingh 
swadesht case, as they seem to indicate a bias not 
merely against the accused, but against the entire population of Mymensingh 
town, Referring to the fact that the police had ordered the crowd to keep 
back, the Joint-Magistrate says :—‘‘ Such orders were an insult to a license- 
loving crowd.” What was there to justify such a conclusion? ‘If an Indian 
crowd had been as “‘license-loving” as a British crowd, would the Joint- 
Magistrate have had the courage to stigmatise the entire population of a town? 
It is the Joint-Magistrate himself who has been guilty of license. In another 
part of his judgment this officer writes :—‘‘ ‘he whole street was against the 
police.” This is a gratuitous assumption which may have passed muster in 
conversation, but is singularly out of place in a judicial pronouncement. In 

et another place the trying Magistrate refers to ‘‘the universality of the 
fooling of sentiment with the rioters.” Such observations certainly do not 
bespeak a judicial frame of mind. 

247. The Jndian Mirror writes that, although the English system of 
criminal justice is perhaps the best that the human 
intellect has yet devised, nevertheless criminal 
law as administered in India is far from satisfactory. There are many contri- 
butory causes, but the chief among them is the defective system of recruitment. 
In the United Kingdom none but experienced members of the Bar are raised to 
the Bench, whereas in India men are sppointed to exercise ee functions 
without any legal training or experience whatsoever. In Lord Lyndhurst’s 
opinion a Judge should be a gentleman, * and if he happens to know a little 
law so much the better,” but since the abolition of the old Haileybury College 
the people are not even sure that their Judges are gentlemen, The chief 
defect uf Government in this regard is its studied indifference to obtain the 
best men. The evils of the present system of recruitment would disappear if 
the Government were to follow the system which has lately been so success- 
fully followed by the High Court as regards the recruitment of Civil Judges. 
Next to the faulty method of recruitment, the existing system of control which 
makes Magistrates entirely independent of the High Court is responsible for 
evils so widely complained of. Then, again, the control of the Subordinate 
Magistracy is entirely in the hands of the executive—the District Magistrate 
and the Commissioner—with the result that the amount of injustice perpetrated 
daily is simply appalling. In these circumstances, why do not Government 
transfer the duty of controlling the Magistracy to Sessions Judges and the High 
Court, more especially as the Anglo-Indian Press have so emphatically 
demanded this change ? 

248. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that in the Bhowanipur swadeshi 

case which came on for hearing before the Criminal 
= Bench of the High Court, the defence counsel 
contended that the accused Sarat Kumar Bose was not a studont. What was 
meant by this? In other countries the defence tries to prove the accused 
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not guilty, but in India it urges that the accused was not a student, ‘ Ig 
Sarat to be excused, if he is proved to be a non-student?’ The prevailing 
idea seems to be that a veritable’ crusade is in progress against students, 
otherwise it is impossible to understand what object the defence counsel had in 
explaining that bis client was not a student. 

249. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that the nature of the terrorism 
established in Mymensingh by the local anthorities 
will be apparent from the following facts. It will 
be remembered that the Head-Master of the Edward School was called upon 
by a police officer to produce the attendance register of the school with the 
astonishing object of finding out the names of students, ‘so that they might be 
charged with the offence of rioting!’ The Head-Master did not refuse to 

roduce the register, ‘although it was required for a ecandalous purpose.’ but 
replied that he could not do so without the permission of the proprietor of the 
school. For this ‘ heinous crime’ the Head-Master has been fined Rs. 50 and 
sentenced t» five days’ imprisonment. The question arises: Is there any 
Government in the new province; if so, how is it tolerating such scandals ? 
Lord Minto is responsible for the good administration of his subordinates, and 
if Sir B. Fuller will not move in the matter, it is hoped that His Excellency will 
step in and, in the interests of the Empire itself, terminate the ‘ anarchy’ that is 
prevailing. If innocent and respectable persons are sent to jail in this fashion, 
they are not likely to be enamoured of British rule. . 


Terrorism at Mymensingh. 


(c)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


259. It appears from the Resolution lately issued by the Local Govern- 
ae ee ment, writes the Bengalee, that er Committee 
6 septic tanks-—4 menace ‘0 annointed to inquire into septic tank installations 
Agente came OD the Bey of chlorinated lime 
in order to kill the bacteria contained in the effluent. It is a well-known 
fact, argues the journal, that chlorinated lime is a most deadly poison, and 
if mixed with the effluent, will be discharged into the river; and if nothing 
worse occurs, it will certainly kill alt the fish that venture into the neighbour- 
hood of the points at which the effluent is discharged into the river. The 
Government, however, is careful to add that no installation will be allowed 
in the neighbourhood of the intake of the Calcutta or Howrah water-works 
until experiment has proved its innocuousness. This is all very well, but 
a little calculation aud a slight knowledge of the tides would prove the 
futility of this. ‘Suppose there are 50 installations on the banks of the 
Hooghly between Budge-Budge and Naihati, each to serve 2,000 employés, 
that is, 100,000 units, and that each unit uses three gallons of flush-water 
to which is added 2 to 10 grains of chlorinated lime (say 5 grains for an 
average). Thus will be discharged into the Hooghly daily between the points 
indicated 300,600 gallons of septic tank effluent containing 14 million grains 
of » deadly poison to be churned up and down the river past the water- 
works intakes, with the ebb and flow of each tide. The figures for 
12 months would be rather appalling, but the pollution is to go on for all 
time, not for a month ora year only, which we have no doubt will give cause 
for serious thought to the denizens of Calcutta and its suburbs, who will 
perforce be compelled to use the chlorinated lime water.’ 

The Government may perhaps reconsider the question in the light of 
these figures, but it beboves the Calcutta public, who are vitally interested, to 
protest against such an arrangement, more particularly when there are 
other ways of disposing of the effluent than by turning it into the Hooghly. 

251. The Bengalee considers that on some occasions the Corporation 
acts ina manner that leads the public ‘to doubt 
its professed solicitude for sanitary improvement. 
The following is an instance. Opposite No. 27-1, 
Ram Kanta Buse’s 2nd Lane, there is a smaijl plot of land which the Assessor 
to the Corporation has signified his intention of selling to the owner of an 
adjoining cow-shed. The owner of the premises referred to above submitted 
a petition in May last protesting against the proposed sale, as it would mean 
that the cow-shed would be extended and the nuisance thereby aggravated. 
It was further suggested that the land should be utilised for widening the 


The Corporation and sanitary 
improvement. 


( 111 ) . 


lane which is very narrow, and in which there is considerable traffic. The 

etition was strongly supported by the Ward Commissioner and the District 
Bogineer after personal inquiry. The journal thinks that, having regard to 
the congested traffic and the petty amount that the land will fetch, the best 
course for the Corporation to adopt would be to utilise the land for widening 


the lane. 
(b)-- General. 


252. The Bengalee understands that in consequence of partition, a con- 
siderable reduction is contemplated in the clerical 
Office of the Board of Revenue, staff of the Board of Revenue. The journal points 
—- ont that no appreciible decrease in the work of 
this office will result from the transfer of the Dacca and Chittagong Divisions, 
as of late years the work has increased considerably and the decrease on 
account of partition will merely counterbulance this increase. But the Govern- 
ment appears to be bent on showing a reduction, and have urged 
another reason for it, namely, the abolition of the rawana system. 
Although the clerksin the Rawana Department have been got rid of, the 
services, of the Superintendent, who draws a salary of Rs. 700 a month, have 
been retained. In addition to his work as head of this department, his 
other duties are to conduct the opium sales once a month, to sign opium 
passes, and to look after the building itself and the menials. Since the 
removal of the office to Writers’ Buildings, however, the Public Works 
Department have been looking after the building and a large portion of 
the menials, so that the only work of any importance now done by the 
Superintendent is to conduct the opium sa!es montily and sign opium passes. 
Thus, if the Government are bent upon showing a saving regurdless of conse- 
quences, the best way of doing so is to abolish the post of Superintendent and 
distribute the minor duties attaching to this appointment between the two Head 
Assistants. ‘This would be a greater saving to Government than if the services 
of half-a-dozen clerks drawing salaries ranging from Rs, 20 to Rs. 100 were 
dispensed with. Such a step must necessarily underman the office and impair 
its efficiency. As it is, the clerks have tu remain working till a very late 
hour. ‘The journal hopes that Sir Andrew Fraser and the Hon’ble Mr. Shirres 
will take the above suggestions into their kindly consideration. 
253. The Bengalee states that the Government of the new province have, 
Bovcott of the Weekly Chronicle. true, to their autocratic traditions,’ boycotted the 
JOO INE EES, Weekly Chronicle of Sy\het, whose only offence was 
to publish the report of a complaint made by a mehier woman of Barisal against 
one of the Gurkhas lately quartered there. There was hardly an Indian 
paper that did not give publicity to the grave accusation prefeired by the 
woman, but as Sir Bampfylde Fuller was powerless to punisu the Calcutta 
papers, he has ‘wreaked his vengeance’ upon the one newspaper that has 
the misfortune of being published within his jurisdiction. ‘The ‘ melancholy 
meanness’ of this action needs no comment. The report published by the 
Assam journal was characterised by the Chief Secretary as untruthful. The 
woman complained to the Municipal Chairman, who brought the matter to 
the notice of the Magistrate. How, then, could the report be correctly des- 
cribed as “untruthful?” ‘The new province is fast becoming a sort of penal 
settlement fit only for the residence of men who are destitute of all sense 
of self-respect.’ 
254. The Amrita Bazar Patrika considers that the method adopted by 
pre the Government of Sir B Fuller to crush a paper 
Se whose resources are limited, is even more Russian 
than the methods that prevail in the kingdom of the Czar. In the first place, 
the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam have no locus standi in the 
matter. Ifthe statement published in the Sylhet Chronicle was false and 
defamatory, it was the Gurkhe who should have demanded an apology or 
threatened a prosecution. The statement was one concerning a private 
person and the Government were therefore debarred from interfering with 
the action of the Editor. Much lees was it justified in withholding ° cfficial 
information to which every respectable newspaper is entitled... ‘ What is 
more astonishing is that the Government charges the Editor with publishing 
an ‘ untruth,” although what he published is absolutely true! A more flagrant’ 
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abuse of authority cannot be conceived, and it is hoped that Sir B, Fuller. will 
extricate himself from his present position. If, however, he is not disposed 
to do so, then Lord Minto should step in, as His Excellency cannot afford to 
allow his reputation to be jeopardised by the acts of Sir B. Fuller. The 
Statesman case has created « good deal of sensation in England and may 
possibly form the subject of interpellation in the House of Commons, - and 
unless the Weekly Chronicle case is amicably settled, it would only strengthen 
the hands of those who intend to make capital out of the Risley-Ratcliffe 
affair. Moreover, ‘if Sir B. Fuller is let alone in this matter, then the insti- 
tution of the Press is doomed in the new province.’ 

<55. The Bengalee cousiders that oe git A ne of the Government 
in regard to the Weekly Chronicle creates a situation 

oe pane importance to the entire Press of the 
new province. The so-called offence of this paper lay in publishing a para- 
graph containing a serious allegation against a constable of the Gurkha milita 
police recently stationed as Barisal, This account the Government has charac- 
terised as a ‘‘ gross mis-statement” and demanded an apology, but from what 
has since transpired there is no reason to doubt the accuracy of the report that 
the Gurkha did attempt to outrage the modesty of the mehter woman. The 
Chronicle accordingly refused to tender an apology or publish a retraction, and 
has been boycotted by the Government ina manner that must tell upon its 
financial position if not jeopardise its very existence. If the report were false, 
the Gurkiva could have brought an action against the Chronicle. This was the 
proper curse to have followed, but Sir B. Fuller is a law unto himself and 
instinctively fights shy of iaw Courts. To withhold Government advertise- 
ments, etc., from a newspaper 1s not merely punishing the paper, but the public 
who are entitled to such information. Does Sir B. Fuller regard Government 
notices, etc., as bribes or hush-money to be paid to subservient papers? This 
latest piece of despotism has: had a most demoralising effect upon the entire 
administration It is an act of ‘‘ melancholy meanness,” and the public should 
extend a larger measure of support to the boycotted journal, in order to show 
Sir B. Fuller that he cannot suppress the Weekly Chronicle. 
256. The Bengalee writes that the District Magistrate of Khulna has 
sik | addressed rather a ‘silly’ letter to the Head-Master 
a District Magistrate of of the Ajagarah High English School, requesting 
| that in the event of the students visiting the 
Exhibition at Khulna or joining “in any of the amusements provided for the 
public,” they should get his (the Head-Master’s) permission, and that “groups 
of more than four boys without a teacher should not be allowed in the streets, 
bazar, and Ad? of a village or town.” Woes the Magistrate fancy that whenever 
students are unaccompanied by teachers, there is bound to be a disturbance ? 
If so, is it wise to have an officer, whose mind is so unhinged as to render him 
@ victim to such a nightmare, in charge of a district? Moreover, is there any 
school that boasts of one teacher for every five students, and is tho District 
Magistrate aware of ‘the precise number of teachers required for carrying out 
his order? Did he apply to Government for the services of troops to help 
him in preserving peace and order during the time of the Exhibition ?’ 

257. The Bengalee understands that there is still much discontent prevail- 
ing among the compositors employed in the 
printing office of the Government of Bengal. 
It will be remembered that after the strike in October last, the men were 
induced to resume work on the assurance given by the Government that their 
grievances would be considered and orders passed as early as might.be practic- 
able. Three months have elapsed and no orders have yet been issued, so 
that it is not surprising that the employés are dissatisfied and are grumbling. 
It is further alleged, says the journal, that the Superintendent has again begun 
to treat his men ‘in his old despotic fashion. Unless the Government want 4 
snewel of the strike, they should promptly redress the grievances of 
the men, 

258. Referring to the charge preferred by Mr. Tindall, Settlement OSe®, 

} against certain schoolboys who threw clods © 
Thee ef He intel tos. lath, ts the dliediak an his boat in which he was 
not at the time, the Amrita Bazar Pairika writes that it is only in India that 
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a court of law would have taken such serious notice of a complaint against 
these boyish freaks. The journal further believes that in any other country an 
appellate Court would have set aside the Conviction and sentence, but this was 
not the procedure followed by the High Court, who were in favour of a still 
more severe punishment. It is persecution such as this that is helping the 
popular cause. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS, 


259. The Amrita Bazar Patrika considers that the plea put forward by 
Mr. Morley in defence of the partition is ona 
parallel with the decision of King Habu Chander 
in regard to a subject who was accused of murder and sentenced to be hanged. 
While the latter was at the gallows, the so-called murdered man appe on 
the scene and proclaimed the innocence of the doomed creature, whose 
execution was temporarily stayed and the matter was referred to the King, who, 
while sympathising with the accused, said that the sentence had passed his lips 
and it was uureasonuble to ask him to retract. Such is the case with the 
partition. Because the measure isa “settled thing,” is that any reason why 
it should not be withdrawn, although it is practically hanging ‘tens of millions 
of human beings” since it involves ‘the physical and intellectual emasculation 
of the Bengali race?’ Is the discomfiture of Lord Curzon to be considered before 
the vital interests of so many, more especially when the main reason for 
dividing Bengal, namely, the overwork of the Lieutenant-Governor, has been 
proved tu be a myth and partition itself is directly opposed to Parliamentary. 
statute? These arguments gather greater weight when it is remembered that 
Mr. Brodrick himself suggested that Bengal be given a Governor and a 
Council, and Assam, like Sindh, be placed under a Commissioner-Governor, 
The journal considers that, in the meantime, the Bengalis should express in an 
unmistakable manner their deep dissatisfaction at the result of the debate, as 
the Secretary of State has yet to dispose of the memorial of the people. 
260. As the Secretary of State is labouring under the delusion that the 
mas agitation is subsiding, the Bengalee’s advice to its 
countrymen is to dispel this illusion by continuing 
the agitation with redoubled vigour. ‘The pertinacity of the Irish in clamour- 
ing for Home Rule is brought forward as an example, and the country is 
exhorted to follow it with animation and vigour, Partition has insulted and 
humiliated the Bengalis, and are they going to accept a situation so revolting 
to their sense of honour? The rulers of India should be told once.and for 
all that partition is impossible, and that a territorial redistribution more in 
accordance with popular opinion is insisted on. If this prayer is rejected, the 
conviction will become more deep-rooted in the public mind that justice 
is not to be obtained either from Conservatives or Liberals, but that the people 
must rely on themselves. ‘Then will a vista of consequences be opened up over 
which the authorities would do well to ponder, for ‘they are departing from 
their ancient ways at atime when the people are waking up toa sense of 
nationality.’ 
261. With the decision of the Secretary of State in regard to partition, 
oa writes Reis and Rayyet, Liberal justice has lost ite 
| votaries as far as India is concerned and ‘the pride 
of Great Britain—constitutional government (the predominance of the will of 
the governed in their government) and equal justice—has proved a mirage.’ 
The Secretary of State admits the injustice of the measure, but declines to 
interfere on the ground that it has been carried into effect, Another ground 
urged for non-interference is that the agitation is subsiding. This subsidence, 
however, is due not to persuasion or conviction, but to repression, Such a 
policy may do forthe moment, but if persisted in, may lead to undesirable 
results. The Secretary of State has urged that it would be folly to reverse a 
measure so soon after its introduction. This probably means that if he finds 
anything a gg a8 in the working of the measure, he will try to alter it. 
262. The Indian Mirrar writes that the Secretary of State has been 
misinformed as regards the subsidence of the 
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Admitting, as he does, that the “ partition made wholly disregarded the wishes 
of the majority of the people of Bengal,” is it not curious that he should 
allow himself to be assured that the popular feeling was subsiding? The 
people are trying every lawful means of obtaining a reversal of the measure 
and are silently watching the results. If this apparent superficial calm igs 
held to be a subsidence of popular feeling, there is no doubt that the Indian 
character has been greatly mistaken. The Secretary of State’s recent pro- 
nouncement, while greatly agitating the people, has in no way discouraged 
them, for they believe in the justice and righteousness of the British nation, 
It is vain, says the journal, to contend that Lord Curzon was not Spee 
by political motives in partitioning the province as he has done. If he had 
no B ceornon motives, why did he make it ‘an altogether hole-and-corner affair, 
steel a march over the people, and surprise them with his unpopular scheme ?’ 
Why did not keep the Bengalis under one administration? Such a scheme 
would have disarmed all criticism as regards ‘‘ political motives.” Bengal 
is indeed passing through a very momentous period, and the Secretary of State’s 
decision will certainly not give her any respite. 

263. The Bengalee considers that all that the Secretary of State said in 
reference to partition afforded sufficient grounds 
for a reconsideration of the measure. His adverse 
decision was therefore not warranted, and the ye are beginning to doubt 
the justice of the British Government and feel that it is immaterial to India 
whether the Liberals or Conservatives are in power, as an unjustice done by the 
one party will be perpetuated by the other. The inevitable result of such 
a conviction, which is becoming more deep-rooted daily, is that the people 
will turn away in distrust from their rulers and rely on themselves for the 
redress of their own grievances. This would mean the complete alienation 
of the people from the Government, and greatly add to the difficulties 
of administration, especially in the case of a foreign Government. The 
Secretary of State’s decision marks the beginning of a new agitation, and 
the ‘flame will spread throughout the province,’ as the insult which the 
partition has inflicted on the Bengalis is beyond national endurance. The 
journal is confident that the cause of its countrymen cannot fail if they are 
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only true to it. 
264. The Bengalee deplores the fact that India has ceased to be a party 


: question, for when she did occupy a place in party 
7 politics, as in the oye of Warren Hastings, Indian 
b 


affairs received an ample measure of attention. e injustice of the partition 
is admitted, but the cry for redress is met with the counter-cry that the 
measure is an accomplished fact. The question is an intensely national one, 
and if the mission of Lord Minto and Mr, Morley is to give the country 
peace and rest, it should at the outset be stated that this is impossible so long as 
the partition is not cancelled or modified. The refusal of the Secretary of State 
to reopen the question will in no way lead to the acceptance of the measure. 
It will, on the contrary, mark the beginning of a fresh and more vigorous 
agitation. ‘ Adversity is good for men as well as for communities. But for 
the persecutions of Aurangzeb, the Sikhs would not have been a nation. But 
for the partition, the infantile impulses of national life in Bengal would not 
have been so strengthened. All is for the best; the Divine hand slowly but 
steadily moulds all things for the good of His creatures. Let us be thankful 


for the erereas and play our part as men, resolved to uphold the vow of 
the 16th of October and to work for the unification of our race.’ 


265. The Indian Nation considers that Mr. Morley’s statement that the 
Ibid. agitation against the partition was subsiding has 


only served to provoke fresh agitation against the 
measure. He contended that it was not necessary to “start afresh,” especially 


as the partition wasa “settled thing.” It was not necessary to have started 
afresh. A little shifting of the boundaries wonld have been enough. As 
regards the latier contention, is it consistent with Liberalism or the principles 
of political justice that every “settled thing” should be kept inviolate 
even if it be a ‘settled wrong’? ‘The partition only came to be a settled 
thing by matters being pushed on during the recess, in violation of the 
distinct pledge given by the late Secretary of State that the measure would 
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be kept in abeyance until it had been considered by Parliament. Agitation, 
therefore, should be persisted in if only to convince the Secre of State 
that the people are wholly opposed to it. This agitation should mainly be 
directed against the vicious one-man system of government to which India 
is subjected. Lord Curzon wanted partition and it must therefore be right. 
It is these principles of administration that require to be changed. What is 
wanted is a machinery for the organization of an opinion here and in England 
aided by tact, sobriety, and silent and determined action. It is a mistaken 
notion that Liberalism in English politics is associated with any particular 
principles in regard to Indian administration. There is only one principle 
of Indian administration, and that is accepted by Liberals and Conservatives 
alike—namely, the prestige of the Viceroy. This is the principle that must be 
changed by constitutional agitation. 


266. Viewed from every standpoint, writes the Amrita Bazar Patrika, 
the official attitude towards the swadeshi movement 
cannot but prove harmful to the best interests of 
the ruling classes. Of course, the masses must suffer also, but they are so 
accustomed to suffering that it can have no terrors for them. They might be 
persecuted, punished for no fault, and even decimated. Death would bring 
them relief, while it would rob the rulers of the wealth they derive 
from the toil and industry of the former. The people have thus no reason 
to despair, for the more the Government harass and persecute swadeshists, the 
more is it harming its own interests. Let them therefore remain true to 
their motherland and confine themselves strictly to constitutional methods of 
agitation. 

267. The Indian Mirror hopes that the Royal visit will be productive 
ot the ‘greatest good,’ as the Prince of Wales has 
had an oppoftunity of mixing intimately with the 
people and judging the shabby way the Anglo-Indian Bureaucracy treat them. 
‘If the tour of Their Royal Highness’s results in the obtaining of political 
and administrative rights and privileges toa far greater extent by the people 
of India, then it will not have been undertaken in vain.’ 


268. The Bengalee understands that in consequence of the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s forthcoming visit to Serajganj the 
‘European Chairman’ of the Municipality is getting 
up an address of welcome, The journal explains 
that the people are ‘bitterly hostile’ to the presentation of an address, and 
hopes that the idea will be abandoned in deference to public opinion. The 
people have not forgotten the recent exploits of the Assam Police, and if an 
address is presented to the ‘author of this police rule,’ it will clearly show that 
they are lost to all sense of self-respect and ‘richly deserve to be chastised by 
the scorpions of the Assam Police.’ | 


269. The Bengalee writes that the Pioneer has now published a contradic- 
tion of the London Daily News correspondent’s 
account of the Serajganj affair and Sir B. Fuller’s 
exhortation to the local authorities to ‘‘ hammer the people until they came to 
their senses.” The Bengalee refuses to accept this belated explanation. Ifa 
refutation were possible, it should have been forthcoming immediately and not 
three months later. But what does the statement of the Pioneer amount to— 
nothing more than the uncorroborated statement of Sir B. Fuller, against which 
there is evidence both actual and presumptive? Do not the despotic methods 
of his government and the whole trend ‘of his policy raise a strong presumption 
in favour of the truth of the correspondent’s statement? Had these observa- 
tions been made in connection with rulers of the type of Sir Steuart Bayley and 
Lord Reay, they would have unhesitatingly been pronounced as ridiculous. 
But Sir B. Fuller’s policy and methods of government have compelled the 
public assent to a statement for which the public mind was prepared. There 
18, however, stronger evidence than mere assumption, for in one case at least a 
constable charged with assault did not plead provocation, admitted his guilt, and 
tendered an apology. What is more, this constable at first refused to apologise 
or admit his offence, as he said he had acted under orders. Does this not, point 
to some sort of general instructions being issued ‘‘to hammer” the people? 


The swadeshi movement, 


The Royal tour. 


Sir B. Fuller’s forthcoming 
visit to Serajganj. 


Sir Bampfylde Faller's apologia. 
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The journal is thus forced to the conclusion that Sir B. Fuller’s statement as 
put forward by the Pioneer ‘ is a halting apology, to which even his high official 
position fails to lend either dignity or cogency.’ | 7 

270. The Amrita Bazar Patrika, in a very despondent article, shows that 

| the futare of the Indians is absolutely hopeless 
India’s appeal to the final sand proposes that they should pray to God for their 
authority. , . nage ; : 
extinction if it be not possible for them to rise 
again. ‘hey are being decimated by disease and famine on the one hand and 
repressed by their rulers on the other, with no hope of redress from the British 
Parliament, the members of which are Englishmen first and Conservatives or 
Liberals afterwards. When the Indian Arms Act was passed by the Beacons. 
field Government, Mr. Gladstone wept, but when he became Prince Minister, 
he retained the shameful measure. In’ the same manner Mr. Morley, when 
out of office, condemned Lord Curzon’s administration, but now that he has 
become Secretary of State he praises that administration and retains the 
partition measure, although he admits that it was carried into effect ayainst 
the wishes of the people. ‘Thus the people have no one to turn to save their 
God, and if He has ordained their extinction—and signs are not wanting that 
He has—they should pray for a speedy cataclysm, as ‘they do not suit the world, 
or the world does not suit them.’ 

271. The Lengalee submits that the demonstrations that took place in 
Calcutta on Saturday last—to say nothing of similar 
demonstrations that were held in the interior— 
should have convinced the authorities that the agitation against the partition is 
as strong as ever, and that the excitement has been deepened by the Secretary 
of State’s unwillingness to reopen the question. No less than fifty thousand 
people took part in the Calvutta demonstration when the vow of the 16th 
October was renewed, while at Kalighat Temple, one of the most sacred shrines’ 
of the Hindu faith, nv less than twenty thousand people took the vow. Thus 
the feeling against partition is unabated, and the Secretary of State has only 
to make inquiries to learn the truth. 


Is the agitation subsiding ? 
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